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way. Special food is set before the family altar
(butsudati) which contains the family tablets bear-
ing the names of the deceased members. The
meal is composed of favourite dishes of the deceas-
ed, cakes and dishes cooked with sesame. In a
few places, imitation horses are made from egg-
plants with stick legs and with corn tassels
serving for the tail* These horses are for the
dead to ride so they will not become weary. On
the fifteenth day of July or August, depending
upon ^whether the modern or lunar calendar is
used, the spirits return to their other world abode*
At this time the fire is again lighted before the
house and the offerings are disposed of in various
ways. In some places they are wrapped in large
lotus leaves and thrown into a river while in others
they are put in little paper boats and set adrift.
In a metropolis like Tokyo the conservative folks
find their problem more difficult. One of the com-
mon cries of the Obon season is that of the Omu-
kaesan who roam the streets crying Qmukae!
Omukae! These men collect the offerings and take
them away.
After the spirits have departed, the families
who can afford it, call in a Buddhist priest to read
sutras for the souls of the deceased.
So the work of burying the dead is never